PERKINS COIE 1Lp

607 FOURTEENTH STREET, N.W. - WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-2011
TELEPHONE; 202 628-6600 - FACSIMILE: 202 434-1690
U

ELLEN L. WEINTRAUB December 10, 1998

(202) 434-1639
weine@perkinscoie.com

BY HAND DELIVERY
4 Ms. Jennifer Boyt
iy Office of the General Counsel
3 Federal Election Commission
999 E Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20463
h Re: MUR 4821
B

E Dear Ms. Boyt:

On behalf of William R. Pitts, Jr., I write in response to the Complaint filed by
Kenneth J. Herman.

Mr. Herman, an unsuccessful third party candidate for Congress, alleges
excessive contributions to his political opponent, New York Congressman Rick Lazio,
by various individuals, including Mr. Pitts. A review of the actual reports filed by the
Lazio campaign shows that Mr. Pitts made a total of $1,500 in contributions to the
campaign in the 1997-98 cycle, as follows:

March 18, 1997:  $500 for the primary election
(reported by the campaign on July 31, 1997)

May 5, 1998: $500 for the primary election;
$500 for the general election
(both reported on July 15, 1998).

Copies of the relevant pages from the Lazio for Congress Reports of Receipts and
Disbursements are attached.

Thus, Mr. Pitts contributed a total of $1,000 towards Congressman Lazio’s
September, 1998 primary election and $500 towards Congressman Lazio’s November
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3, 1998 general election, in full compliance with the contribution limits of 2 U.S.C.

§ 441a(a)(1)(A) and 11 C.F.R. § 110.1(b)(1). Mr. Herman does not allege facts to the
contrary, but appears not to understand that the contribution limits apply separately to
primary and general elections.

Since the complaint fails to allege any facts demonstrating any election law
violation by Mr. Piits, and the record affirmatively establishes that he in fact complied
with the legal contribution limits, I respectfully urge that the complaint against Mr.
Pitts be immediately dismissed.

Very truly yours,

Elm b Ilgwitzct~

Ellen L. Weintraub
Counsel for Respondent William R. Pitts, Jr.

Enclosure
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